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SUPPLEMENTAL I.D.S.; PTO FORM 1449 AND COPIES OF REFS. CITED-ATTACHED 

is being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service under 37 
CFR 1. 10 on the date indicated above and is addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 
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Each paper must have its own certificate and the "Express Mail" label number as a part thereof or attached 
thereto. When, as here, the certification is presented on a separate sheet, that sheet must (1) be signed and (2) 
fully identify and be securely attached to the paper or fee it accompanies. Identification should include the 
serial number and filing date of the application as well as the type of paper being filed, e.g. complete 
application, specification and drawings, responses to rejection or refusal, notice of appeal, etc. If the serial 
number of the application is not known, the identification should include at least the name of the inventor(s) 
and the title of the invention. 

The label number need not be placed in each page. It should, however, be placed on the first page of each 
separate document, such as, a new application, amendment, assignment, and transmittal letter for a fee, along 
with the certificate of mailing by "Express Mail." Although the label number may be on checks, such a 
practice is not required. In order not to deface formal drawings it is suggested that the label number be 
placed on the back of each formal drawing or the drawings be accompanied by a set of informal drawings on 
which the label number is placed. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222 
August 30, 2001 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 

Applicant, in accordance with the duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, hereby 
advises the United States Patent and Trademark Office of the references listed on the 
accompanying Form PTO-1449 "INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION". A copy of 
each reference cited therein is enclosed. 



The enclosed references were cited by the PTO in an Office Action issued in connection 
with Applicant's counterpart application Serial No. 09/466,525, filed December 17, 1999. The 
Office Action was dated August 23, 2001 . 
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In accordance with 37 CFR §, 1.97 (c), Applicant provides the following Statement 
der 37 CFR § 1.97(e): 



No item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign patent application, and, to 
the knowledge of the person signing the certification after making reasonable inquiry, no item of 
information contained in the Information Disclosure Statement was known to any individual 
designated in § 1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure 



Although Applicant believes that no fees are due in connection with this filing, if the 
PTO determines that any fee is associated with this disclosure, the PTO is hereby authorized to 
charge Deposit Account 1 1-1 1 10 for those fees. 

Applicant notes that although the cited references may be relevant to the examination of 
the above-referenced application, under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h), the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to be an admission that the information cited in the 
statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in § 1.56(b). 



Kirkpatrick & Lockhart LLP 
Henry W. Oliver Building 
535 Smithfield Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222-2312 
(412) 355-6583 
(412)355-6501 FAX 



Statement. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Maria Comninou 
Registration No. 44,426 
Attorney for Applicant 



